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The Eggs Are Now Healthy Fry 
 

The second year of Northern Elementary School’s Trout in the 
Classroom project is proceeding well.  Of the original 500 
brown trout eggs, there are now approximately 300 living, 

breathing fry about 1 inch long in the aquarium.  This level of 
success raises an interesting question for the class: “Are we 
too successful -- how do you maintain appropriate water 
quality when you have that many surviving fry?” 

 
Sampling and Record Keeping 

The Trout in the Classroom project requires students to take 
responsibility for quality control of the aquarium water.  This 
includes monitoring pH, ammonia and oxygen levels.  They 
must keep daily records of tank conditions, and thus develop 

excellent skills in this area.  With the abundance of fry in the 
tank, careful monitoring of ammonia levels is critical.  

 
Headwaters Chapter 642 Trout in the Classroom Contact 

 
Further information concerning the Trout in the Classroom 
project at Bemidji’s Northern School may be obtained from 
Steve Young at:     youngs@paulbunyan.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking Forward to the End of the Year. 

For the students, stocking the fish is an obvious and much 
anticipated conclusion of the Trout in the Classroom 
experience.  The first year project utilized an exchange of fry 
with the Minnesota DNR Fisheries to provide certified 
disease-free fish for stocking.  However, the quantity of 
surviving fry this year may allow for the necessary sample 
size to be tested for disease and still have a sufficient number 
available for stocking by the class.   
 
 
 
Guest Lecturers 
 
A variety of guest lecturers, such as John Latimer, a 
phenologist (pictured below), have been available to discuss 
topics related to trout, water quality and the environment.  

Details of John’s discussions with the students are available on 
the KAXE web site at www.kaxe.org in the archives. 
 
Another recent guest was Tony Standera, from the Bemidji 
DNR Fisheries office, who discussed dissolved oxygen cycles 
in streams and rivers.  Tony also demonstrated use of a DO 
meter in the class aquarium. 


